Collamer United Church Circuit Rider
September 2026
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Tues. 01 Blood Drive - First United Church

Sun. 06 Joint Morning Worship with
FUCOES 9:30 a.m.

Mon. 07 Labor Day
Al-Anon 7:30 p.m.

Sun. 13 Morning Worship 8:45 a.m. -
Rev. Lauren Swanson

Mon. 14 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m.

Tues. 15 Master Gardeners
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fri. 18 Rummage Sale 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. -

Vollmer's Greenhouse

Sat. 19 Rummage Sale 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.-

Vollmer's Greenhouse
Sun. 20 Worship Service 8:45 a.m.
Mon. 21 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m.
Wed.23 CUC Board Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
Sun. 27 Worship Service 8:45 a.m.
Mon. 28 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m.

02 - Victor Oliver
05 - Wayne O'Neill
27 - Georgia Clifford
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Linda Oswald —at home, 8701 Knowledge Lane, Apt
116, Cicero, NY 13039 — SPECIAL PRAYERS PLEASE!
Helen Fischer — 105 Laurel Lane, Sayre, PA 18840-
9194
Carol Burleigh — 102 Watertree Drive, East
Syracuse, NY 13057
Savanna Colabufo and Courtney Clark —at home —
4296 Seeber Road, Canastota, NY 13032
Maryjane and Joe Molina — 502 Oot Lane, Apt. 2
Kirkville, NY 13082
Ryan Hill —at home — 7060 Cattleman’s Crossing
Road, Cicero NY 13039
JoAnn Tongue — 2 Sacketts Road, Central Square, NY
13036
Sonny Ellis — 226 W. King Street, Jackson, TN 38301
Lorraine Vollmer — 6564 Collamer Road, East
Syracuse, NY 13057
Rev. Steve Deckard — 16353 Wallingford Ave N,
Shoreline WA 98133
Megan Wilbur - SPECIAL PRAYERS PLEASE!
1500 Whispering Hills Road, Loris SC 29569
Larry and Louise Claflin — 2001 Tweed Court,
Leesburg, FL 34788
Grace Brignall -7220 E. Genesee St., Apt. 225,
Fayetteville, NY 13066.
Sandy LeBlanc (Step-mother of Doug Kliph — 4763
Royal Meadow Dr., Liverpool, NY 13088
Kliphon Family — 7087 Ferstler Road, Kirkville, NY
13082
Diane Stevenson — Sedgwick Heights, 1100 James
Street, Room 329, Syracuse, NY 13203

Please reach out by card, phone, or email to our
friends on the Prayer List. If you would like to call
someone but don’t have their number, please
contact the church office.




Pastor’s Message

Well, that was a quick summer, wasn’t it?

One minute, we're seeing back-to-school ads
and pumpkin-flavored everything creep into the
margins of our summer vacation, marveling at the early
nature of Halloween decorations as we sweat through
our shorts and tank tops, wondering “Why are we so
desperate for it to be fall?!”

The next minute, we look around-and suddenly
we’re wearing jeans, apple season is everywhere, and
the leaves are suddenly starting to turn orange (GO
‘CUSE!!).

There’s something to be said for living in a place
with seasons- but sometimes those seasons just blur
together. This reminder of the Earth’s nature can
remind us of God’s nature as well: just as the Earth’s
seasons change quickly, our seasons also change
quickly. We might be in a season of sadness one
minute, which can change quickly into happiness the
next. We might be angry one minute, then find
ourselves calm and accepting the next.

Sometimes our lives seem permanent. Like
we’re stuck in ruts that we’ll never leave. Like we're
currently in pain, and will always be in pain. Like we’re
currently in the hospital, and will always be in the
hospital. Like we're hot, and will always be hot.

But, just as quickly as the seasons can change,
we can also find ourselves out of those ruts: we can
find relief for our pain; discharge from the hospital;
cool down in the face of hotness. So let us remember
God’s seasons come and go, but God is always with us.

That everything is temporary: so, we can enjoy
when we’re riding high, and know that our low
moments won'’t last forever. That God’s seasons might
change, but God’s presence stays the same.

Thank God for that!

Pastor Eric

Congratulations to Pastor Eric on his recent
appointment to the General Assembly Committee on
Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations! We know
this subject is deeply important to him, and we look
forward to the meaningful impact of his work.

If you’ve ever done anything with the church
in the larger world, you may have noticed the
increasing religious diversity in our country. Less
people are affiliated with a Christian Church, more
are affiliated with non-Christian religions like
Buddhism, Hinduism, and, Islam, while the category
growing the fastest is simply people who aren’t
affiliated with any religion.

So many people ask: what are we doing
about this religious diversity as faithful Christians?
How do we keep our religious values while also
hearing other people articulate theirs? How do we
avoid talking over them? “Forcing a square peg into
around hole,” as it were? This question is at the
core of my Call to Ministry, and it’s a privilege to
engage this passion in Louisville soon-

Because (drum roll please)... | am now part
of our Presbyterian Church (USA)’s denomination’s
General Assembly Committee on Ecumenical and
Interreligious Relations!!! This is a 4-year
commitment to serving our denomination, and really
making a difference in how our denomination
engages with other traditions. At its core, this work
is about determining how iron sharpens iron: the
best activities and guidance on how we can help
each other across our different traditions, both
inside and outside the Christian Church. We’'ll be in
dialogue with the Episcopal Church, while also in
dialogue with folks from Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist,
and indigenous traditions.

In this work, we like to be inherently
connectional: getting out of our own silos, and
partnering with other traditions that are already
doing the work. In fact, I've already started doing
this work here through the Syracuse University
Lender Center, building a relationship with the
chaplaincy staff there and connecting to
organizations like our neighbors at the Islamic
Cultural Center of Bosniaks in East Syracuse!

| hope you can hear my passion for this work
in this article, as we do the work Christ calls us to do
across traditions-not just to convert, but to partner
with each other while being grounded in our own
tradition. Where we build relationships with each
other, using those relationships as windows into
other traditions. | look forward to doing that work!



August 2026 Worship Report

On August 2" communion was served to 26 by Connie Oliver
and Georgia Clifford. Pastor Eric’s sermon, “The Struggle is
the Point,” reflected on Genesis 32:22-31, where Jacob,
alone before meeting Esau, wrestles a divine opponent until
dawn. In the struggle, Jacob confronts his self-reliance,
receives the name Israel - “one who struggles with God” —
and leaves Peniel humbled, wounded, grateful, and changed
after encountering God face to face.

On August 9™, Pastor Eric continued his sermon series on
Jacob and his family. Genesis 37:1-11 introduces Joseph in
Canaan, where Jacob gives his 17-year-old son an ornate
robe, stirring hatred among Joseph’s brothers. Joseph then
shares two prophetic dreams—of sheaves and heavenly
bodies bowing to him—which deepens their jealousy while
Jacob keeps the matter in mind. This passage is the biblical
source for the story known from Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat.

On August 16™, Pastor Eric’s sermon, “Grace,” continued
Joseph’s story in Genesis 45:1-15. After revealing his
identity to his brothers in Egypt, Joseph shows them grace
rather than anger. As they weep and embrace, he reassures
them that God sent him ahead to preserve life during the
famine and urges them to bring their father, Jacob, to live in
Goshen. Pastor Eric compared Joseph’s forgiveness to
Nelson Mandela’s grace toward those who imprisoned him.

On Saturday, August 22", we held a combined service and
picnic at Ryder Park in DeWitt. Pastor Eric offered a brief
service, noting the beautiful day and inviting us to enjoy
fellowship amid the sounds of nature—the leaves rustling in
the light breeze, insects buzzing, and birds chirping. He
spoke about our call to reach out to others, remind them
they are loved, and become the connective church God has
called us to be. There was no service on August 23™ because
Pastor Eric was attending a Presbyterian event in Louisville.

- Worship Report Continued -

On August 30, Pastor Eric continued Joseph’s story
with a sermon titled “My Brother’s Keeper.” After
Jacob’s death, Joseph’s brothers fear he will punish
them for selling him into slavery. Instead, Joseph
forgives them, explaining that although they meant
harm, God used those events for good to save many
lives. Nearing death at age 110, Joseph expresses
unwavering faith that God will care for the Israelites
and lead them out of Egypt, and he makes the sons
of Israel swear to carry his bones to the Promised
Land. Communion was served to 21 by Elders Judi
Parker and Pat Pease.

Respectfully submitted,
~ Judi Parker

Classic Car Cruise-In

On Sunday, August 2, 2026 we tried something new.
We had a classic car cruise-in. Originally, we planned
to have a food truck available to provide food and
beverages with proceeds benefiting CUC. However,
due to the unfavorable weather forecast, the food
truck cancelled since the turn-out was expected to
be slim. We went ahead with the event anyway and
had eight local classic cars show up. We also had
several spectators. Not bad for a yucky day! Vic
Oliver gave some ladies rides in the rumble seat of
his 1932 Essex. All participants were from the area
and some had never met one another before. It was
a nice time of fellowship and much fun was had by
all! Once the rain started around 12:15, we called it
a day.

Thank you to all who participated. Also thank you to
Happy Eating Grounds food truck owners, Pam,
Frank, and Frank Ramsey, Jr., for the monetary
donation they made to CUC in lieu of coming to the
event!

We plan to do this again in the future. Stay tuned!




Sellowstip, food & fun

CHURCH _

On Saturday, August 22nd, we gathered with First United for
our first annual joint picnic and service at Ryder Park in
Dewitt. It was a perfect summer day, and 31 people
attended the wonderful event. Thanks to our cooks—Ed
Busco, Dan Christen, and Rick Kunz—there was plenty to eat,
and everyone brought a dish to share. The salads and
desserts were delicious. Pastor Eric offered a brief service,
noting the beautiful day and inviting us to enjoy fellowship
amid the sounds of nature—the leaves rustling in the light
breeze, insects buzzing, and birds chirping. We also enjoyed
a Bible trivia game and discovered a Bible scholar among us:
Mimi Mortenson from First United—not Pastor Eric! She
impressed everyone with her Bible knowledge. We were
entertained by Georgia Clifford’s delightful 3-year-old
granddaughter, Nora. Thank you to Valerie Warfield and Sue
Borasky for organizing the event. We look forward to
continuing this tradition!

In Memoriam

REMEMBERING
-

DOLLY
PARTON

Dolly Parton’s life was a testament to faith, grace,
and generosity. A deeply spiritual and openly
Christian woman, she carried the gospel songs and
scripture of her Tennessee mountain upbringing into
everything she did. From her first public
performances in the church pastored by her
grandfather to the gospel music and Christian
collaborations that marked her remarkable career,
Dolly used her voice to uplift, comfort, and inspire.
Her compassion reached far beyond the stage
through works such as the Imagination Library,
reflecting her lifelong desire to serve others and
share goodness with the world. She spoke often of
God as the source of her strength, and her life
reflected that conviction in word and deed. Thank
you, Dolly, for the music, the kindness, the faith, and
the light you gave so freely. Rest in peace.



In August, we collected boxed brownie mixes for St.
Matthew’s Food Pantry! As usual, the congregation
was very generous! They were dedicated by Pastor Eric

on August 30. Thank you for your support.

Each month in 2026, we will collect specific items for St.
Matthew’s Food Pantry. The following is a list of the items

we will collect:

September: Liquid laundry detergent

October: Boxed stuffing

November: Liquid hand soap.

December: Shampoo and conditioner (men’s and
women’s)

We continue to collect cardboard egg cartons. Please note tha
the food pantry can only use cartons holding a dozen eggs.

S.A.M. (Senior Adult Ministry)

A check in the amount of $625 was presented to Diane

Taylor on behalf of the S.A.M. program.

School Supplies
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Once again, in August, we will be collecting
school supplies to be provided to children in
need attending Woodland Elementary School
and Pine Grove Middle School. We would
appreciate donations of the following items: 336
pencils, 12 3-ring binders, 1970 filler paper, 696
crayons, 30 composition books, 134 glue sticks,
156 jumbo markers, 40 pocket folders, 222
erasers, 10 pencil sharpeners, 52 pens, 6 pencil
cases, 48 color pencils, and 5 spiral notebooks.
They were dedicated by Pastor Eric on August
30.

Brown Memorial United Methodist
‘Church -

On August 9, 2026, we hosted a picnic meal at
Brown Memorial United Methodist Church. We
provided hot dogs, salads, watermelon and milk.
Those attending from CUC included Pastor Eric,

Ginnie & Ed Busco, Leslie and Judd DuMond,
Connie Oliver, and Merle Oswald. Anne
Coughenour and Lynn Jacques from First United
also attended. As usual, we enjoyed this worthy
mission project. We also enjoyed meeting
Brown Memorial’s new pastor, Pastor Rose.



The CUC Board did not meet in August. The next meeting
will be held on September 23, 2026 The Minutes of the
July 29, 2026 meeting will be published in the October

Circuit Rider.

Congratulations!

T

We recently learned that Jaimie Reese, daughter of long-time
members Carol and Jim Rease, received a prestigious promotion. The
following is an announcement from her superior:

Please join me in welcoming Jaimie Reese to her new role at VTG. Over
the past year, Jaimie has served as a trusted executive advisor to our
team, providing valuable insight, strategic guidance, and leadership. |
am excited to announce that she has officially joined VTG full-time
within the Engineering Systems Business Unit.

Jaimie brings an exceptional depth of experience in Defense
acquisition, financial management, and operational leadership.
Throughout her distinguished Federal career, she held several senior
leadership positions supporting the Department of the Navy and
Marine Corps, including serving as the Business and Financial Manager
for the Navy’s LPD-17 amphibious ship program, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Acquisition Policy & Budget, and leader of
NAVSEA'’s Total Force and Corporate Operations division. Her career
reflects a consistent track record of driving mission outcomes,
modernizing operations, strengthening workforce strategy, and
delivering critical capabilities to the warfighter. Jaimie also led the
Comptroller and Human Capital organization at Marine Corps Systems
Command, where she helped accelerate innovative resource
management approaches supporting rapid delivery of emerging
capabilities, including Counter-UAS systems.

I am confident Jaimie will play a significant role in advancing VTG’s
growth, strengthening customer partnerships, and delivering mission-
focused results for our customers.

Congratulations Jamie and to her proud mom, Carol!

Therefore, my dear
brothers and sisters, stand

firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the
Lord, because you know
that your labor in the Lord
is not in vain.

| CORINTHIANS

Church Secretary/Notary Services

I am generally in the Church Office Tuesdays and

Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Other times vary.

When | am not in the office, | monitor the Church e-mail

regularly. | am also available to provide notary services.
Leslie DuMond

CollamerUnitedChurch@verizon.net.

Pastor’s Office Hours
The following is Pastor Eric’s schedule for office hours:

Monday @ Collamer, 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
Tuesday @ First United, 9 a.m. -3 p.m.
Wednesday @ First United, 9 a.m. —3 p.m.
Thursday @ Collamer, 9a.m. -3 p.m.

Of course, this schedule is subject to change. If you would
like to schedule a meeting with him, please contact the
church office.
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LAKESIDE FARMERS MARKET

2026

SUPPORT LOCAL!!
Inthe pawking lot of the

Bridgeport United Methodist Chuurch -

3-6 p.m. Thursdays (weather permitting)
June 25 — Sept. 24

Fresh Vegetables and Fruits
Baked Goods and Crafts
Prayer and Wellness Tent

Chicken Dinners every week - (includes ¥: chicken and 2 sides)
Bridgeport United Methodist Church
377 RT 31 PO Box 369
Bridgeport NY 13030
315-633-9745
Pastor Omar Hall

PLANET AID DONATION BOX

Please drop off your clothes and shoes donations in the
yellow box located at Vollmer Farms. CUC will benefit
from those donations. This box is now owned by Hearts
for the Homeless. More details to follow.
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S0P NOW 10 Fundraiser with Rada Cutlgryh

SUPPORT DUR GROUP SHOP NOW [RSEEEEE
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http://www.radafundraising.com select Support New
Fundraiser, enter Collamer United Church

The deadline for any items for the next Circuit
Rider is September 24, 2026. Thank you for your
cooperation in meeting this deadline. We are
accepting donations for postage for the monthly
newsletter. Any donations will be appreciated.

Bottles & Cans

€3 RECYCLE HERE ~%{3*

We have an arrangement with ESM Bottle
Return, located on Arterial Road in Lyncourt.
They will provide our Church the redemption
money from the returns. You may also put your
bottles and cans in the container in the lower
entrance of the church.

Fellowship Hall Rental

£
-

Our church fellowship hall is available for rent
for special occasions and meetings. Maximum
capacity is 140, with seating for 110. The kitchen
is also available for rent and qualifies as a
Commissary Kitchen for the Onondaga County
Health Department. Please contact the church
office for information.



Collamer United Church m

6865 Fly Road | o t—
East Syracuse, NY 13057
(315) 463-4939
collamerunitedchurch.org

COLLAMER UNITED CHURCH
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE WILL ONCE AGAIN HOLD OUR ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE
@ VOLLMER’S GREENHOUSE ON
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 9:00 A.M. — 5:00 P.M. and SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026, 9:00 A.M. —3:00 p.m.
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We will once again be holding our huge annual rummage sale! We cannot do it without you ... the general public. We depend
upon your faithful donations, year after year, after year!!! Hopefully, you have held on to all of your purged items from cleaning
throughout the year. We will begin accepting donations at the greenhouse on Monday, August 31.
WE NEED
Donations of clothes, small furniture, kitchen items, books, toys, small appliances, jewelry, tools, etc. (but we do urge you,
PLEASE do not bring us broken or soiled items.)

IMPORTANT
We cannot accept donations of microwaves, TV’s, large appliances, large furniture, entertainment centers, humidifiers,
dehumidifiers, skis, computers, or large exercise equipment as we have to pay to dispose of some of these items if they are left
over after the sale. If you have any questions in the meantime, you may call the church office at 315-463-4939.



