
Collamer United Church Circuit Rider 
January 2026 

 
Thurs. 01  Happy New Year! 
Sun.  04 Morning Worship 8:45 a.m.  –  
           Communion  
Mon.  05 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m. 
Tues. 06 Blood Drive – First United Church 
Wed. 07  CUC Board 6:00 p.m. 
Sun.  11 Morning Worship 8:45 a.m.  –  
             Annual Reports Due 
Mon.  12 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m. 
Wed. 14  Senior Luncheon – Bridgeport UMC  
             – 11:15 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.      
Sun.  18  Morning Worship 8:45 a.m. 
Mon. 19   Al-Anon 7:30 p.m. 
Tues. 20  Master Gardeners 
              6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
Wed. 21  CUC Board 6:00 p.m. 
Sun. 25  Worship Service 8:45 a.m.  –  
               Annual Congregational Meeting 
Mon. 22  Al-Anon 7:30 p.m. 

 

 
07 – Jeffrey Clark  
08 – Mike Breclaw 

08 – Wayne Brignall 
09 – Joe Hudgins, Jr. 

18 – Monique Laroche Kocienski 
21 – Jaden Ellis 

26 – Jessica Vollmer 

   

 
Linda Oswald – upcoming surgery - at home, 8701 

Knowledge Lane, Apt 116, Cicero, NY 13039 – 
SPECIAL PRAYERS PLEASE! 

Helen Fischer – 105 Laurel Lane, Sayre, PA 18840-
9194 (NOTE NEW ADDRESS) 

Carol Burleigh – 165 Forest Laki Drive, Cocoa, FL 
32926 

Savanna Colabufo and Courtney Clark – at home – 
4296 Seeber Road, Canastota, NY  13032 

Maryjane and Joe Molina – 502 Oot Lane, Apt. 2 
Kirkville, NY 13082 – SPECIAL PRAYERS PLEASE! 
Ryan Hill –at home – 7060 Cattleman’s Crossing 

Road, Cicero NY 13039 – SPECIAL PRAYERS PLEASE! 
JoAnn Tongue – 2 Sacketts Road, Central Square, NY 

13036 
Doug Kliphon (and Sheri too) – 7088 Ferstler Road, 

Kirkville, NY  13082 
Sonny Ellis – 226 W. King Street, Jackson, TN 38301 

Lorraine Vollmer – 6564 Collamer Road, East 
Syracuse, NY 13057 

Rev. Steve Deckard – 16353 Wallingford Ave N,` 
Shoreline WA 98133 

Megan Wilbur -  SPECIAL PRAYERS PLEASE! 
1500 Whispering Hills Road, Loris, SC 29569 

Diane Stevenson – St. Camillus, 813 Fay Road, 
Room 206, Syracuse, NY 13219 

Larry and Louise Claflin – 2001 Tweed Court, 
Leesburg, FL 34788 

Grace Brignall -7220 E. Genesee St., Apt. 225, 
Fayetteville, NY 13066.  

Gill Laroche – recent fall and upcoming knee 
replacement surgery – 6660 Collamer Road, East 

Syracuse, NY 13057 
 

Please reach out by card, phone, or email to our 
friends on the Prayer List. If you would like to call 

someone but don’t have their number, please 
contact the church office. 

 
 



Pastor’s Message 

 
Happy New Year, friends! 
 Pastor Eric here, writing to you from what is 
hopefully a Central New York area with abundant water by 
the time you read this.  For those of you who don’t know: as 
I’m writing this in late December, DeWitt is on water 
lockdown due to a burst pipe. 
 All this talk about saving electricity, and the thing 
that gets us is water, a clean resource we theoretically have 
all the access in the world to?!  

It Boggles the mind…  
…water shortages also Scrabbles the mind, 
Monopoly’s the mind,  you get the idea. 

             Pondering that shortage is also strange when we’re 
turning to celebrating Jesus’ baptism in January, because 
we’d like to think THAT spiritual water is infinite. But it’s also 
worth noting Jesus lived most of his life in a desert, a place 
devoid of water, frozen or liquid. So, to find that limited 
resource of water, and use it to be anointed, meant Jesus 
must’ve been special indeed. 

This shortage also gets me thinking about places 
that don’t have clean water: places like Haiti, the Dominican 
Republic, India, Sri Lanka, and even places like Flint, 
Michigan, and West Virginia whose water has been polluted 
by forces much more powerful than its citizens. 

How much we take for granted, even when we lose 
it for only a couple weeks (hopefully). So let us realize that 
privilege, along with the idea that God’s water is infinite. 

That community is built, slowly but surely, using the 
infinite water of Jesus’ embrace. That God continues to walk 
with us, in physical  scarcity and in physical abundance, 
reminding us that our baptism gives us full access to that 
infinite spiritual water. 

So let us be grateful for what we have, and use it to 
build up our communities. 
 Amen, and amen. 
 
~ Pastor Eric 

 
Pastor Eric – Christmas Eve! 

Successful 
   Holiday Craft Sale and Baked Ziti 

Lunch/Dinner! 

 
 
Our craft sale and baked ziti dinner that was held on 
Saturday, December 6, proved to be a remarkable 
success, bringing the community together for an 
enjoyable day of fun, fellowship, and fundraising for 
our church. 
 
This first-time event was organized as a dual-
purpose gathering: a craft sale arranged by Judi 
Parker featuring handmade goods from local crafters 
and vendors as well as our own church crafters 
donating their items. The baked ziti dinner was 
planned by Leslie DuMond and offered a delicious 
homemade meal of baked ziti, homemade 
meatballs, salad, bread, and cookies.  
 
Currently our proceeds are $1,500. We still have a 
Rada fundraiser going on providing another way to 
support our church. 
 
Thanks to the church volunteers who helped 
prepare, set up, serve, and clean up, they made it all 
come together in the spirit of teamwork:  Judy 
McCallops, Pat Pease, Ginnie and Ed Busco, Joe 
Hudgins, Georgia Clifford, Jeannine Parks, Valerie 
Warfield, Jodi Jones, Carol Burleigh, and Shawn and 
Jaden Ellis.  Special thanks to Loren Clifford for 
overseeing the “Kid’s Room” with a Christmas movie 
and crafts! (I think she had more fun than the kids 
did!) 
 
We saw many people visit us for the first time and 
witness the expression of community and the 
collective evidence of God's love. There has been a 
lot of positive feedback on the event, and we are 
considering having it again next year. 
Thanks for the support you showed CUC by 
purchasing items, enjoying a meal, and/or keeping 
us in prayer, we appreciate it! 
 
~Submitted by Leslie DuMond and Judi Parker 

 
 



December 2025 Worship Report 
 

 
Winter kicked off with gusto, then vanished with the rain 
mid-month, easing travel tensions as we moved through the 
3 remaining Sundays of Advent and our combined Christmas 
Eve service. The sanctuary looks beautiful during this special 
season. Many thanks to those who transformed our space 
over Thanksgiving weekend, and those who read/lit Advent 
candles. Communion was served by intinction to 28 on 
December 7.  
 
December’s messages included “Opening A New Branch,” 
"Righteous!” “Joseph, Did you Know?” “Kingly” and Elder Bill 
Porter’s "What is the Light?”  
 
Pastor Eric explored passages in Jeremiah, Isaiah, and 
Matthew, while Mr. Porter shared from Psalms, 2 
Corinthians and John. 
 
December 14 was Mission Sunday — gifts for the two ESM 
families were dedicated during the service. Wednesday, 
December 17, 11 attended the annual Blue Christmas evening 
service in the FUCOES’ chapel. Christmas Eve was a musical 
wonder, with 10 in the combined choir! The congregation 
joined us on 5 hymns, Christy’s daughters, Jael and Sophie, 
each sang a solo, plus a duet of “Mary Did You Know". Thank 
you! December 28, Elder Bill Porter and Andrea Scerbo filled 
in while Pastor Eric and Christy were on vacation. Kara 
Zimmerman joined Andrea on violin, as we mixed things up at 
the adjusted 9:30 am start time. The service was a wonderful 
way to end 2025! 
 
I am also grateful to Marie for picking up, and arranging the 
poinsettias, Judi for the many slides she created and 
projected, the weekly service volunteers, the extra 
volunteers who assisted with the Christmas Eve service, and 
for Lorraine Vollmer allowing use of her family nativity 
set. Thank you all — for continuing to lift prayers, joys, and 
concerns. See you in church in the New Year!! 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
~ Connie Oliver                            

 

November Monthly Senior Luncheon 
at Bridgeport UMC 

  
Despite the weather there was a great showing of 
people for food and fellowship at Bridgeport UMC's 
monthly Young at Heart Luncheon on Wednesday, 
December 10th.  Attending from CUC were Carol 
Burleigh, Valerie Warfield, Pastor Eric, Judi Parker. and 
Merle Oswald.   
 
Layperson Shirley Pease led us in a devotional and 
blessing.  There was a sing along with a member from 
Manna of the Master's Touch Chorale.  Diane Taylor 
had us passing around gifts in a rousing and fun gift 
exchange.  We all enjoyed a delicious homemade meal 
of ham, scalloped potatoes, squash, applesauce, corn, 
rolls, and gingerbread or carrot cake for dessert!  A 
good time was had by all!   
 
We urge you to attend next month's luncheon on 
January 14th, it will be Collamer Day!  Pastor Eric will 
give the devotional and Merle Oswald will be 
highlighting all the wonderful missions we are involved 
in! Join us for this great time of fellowship. 
 
~Submitted by Judi Parker 

 

 
http://www.radafundraising.com. 

 select Support New Fundraiser, enter Collamer 
United Church 

 
 



 
by Merle Oswald 

 
December Missions 

 

  
 

We collected giŌs for families of two children aƩending the 
East Syracuse-Minoa schools.  The giŌs were picked up by 

the school counselor on December 16.  
 

 
We also packaged cookies for  10 of our homebound on 

December 14, Mission Sunday. Thanks to all who purchased 
and wrapped giŌs and made and packed cookies! 

 
The hat and mitten tree has been set up in the Narthex. We 
are collecting hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves to be 
provided to the Rescue Mission. We have had a great 
response so far! Thank you! 

 
During December, we collected 106 cans of various 

meats for St. Matthew’s Food Pantry, including tuna, 
Beefaroni, spaghetti with meatballs, Vienna sausage, 

spam, ham, chicken breast, chili, pasta rings with 
meat balls, corned beef and breakfast sausage hash, 

raviolis, and chili beans.  They were dedicated by 
Elder Bill Porter on December 28, 2025. 

 
Each month in 2026, we will collect specific items for 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry. A list for the upcoming 
year will be posted in the February newsletter. 

 
You are welcome to donate other non-perishable 

food items as well.  We continue to collect 
cardboard egg cartons. Please note that the food 
pantry can only use cartons holding a dozen eggs. 

 

“Soup”er Bowl Sunday 

 
Souper Bowl Sunday will be February 8, 2026. 
During January and the first week of February, 

we will be collecting cans of soup and boxes and 
bags of crackers to be donated to the St. 

Matthew’s Food Pantry.   
 

 
We will also dress in our sports garb for the service. 

We hope to see everyone there! 
 
 



 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE DECEMBER 3,2025 CUC 

BOARD MEETING  
 

The regular meeting of the Board of the Collamer United Church 
was called to order on December 3, 2025, at 6:03 p.m. in the 
Collamer United Church lounge. 
 
MINUTES: A motion was properly made by Elder Connie Oliver and 
seconded by Elder Emeline McShane to approve the regular 
Session minutes of October 29, 2025. Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Elder Pamela Laroche presented the 
financial reports of the church for the months of September and 
October 2025. A motion was made by Elder Leslie DuMond and 
seconded by Elder Judith Parker to accept the Treasurer’s Reports 
for September and October 2025.  Motion passed. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT: Rev. Adamcik noted he was on vacation 
November 24 – 28 for the Thanksgiving holiday. He will be out again 
December 25 through January 1. This includes Sunday, December 28. 
Christy Knowlton will also be away that day. It will be necessary to 
schedule pulpit supply or perhaps a joint service with First United 
Church of East Syracuse. 
 
Rev. Adamcik noted that the Longest Night/Blue Christmas service will 
take place in the Chapel at First United Church of East Syracuse on 
Wednesday evening, December 17, at 7:00 p.m. He noted that 
attendance at last years’ service was sparce. After discussion, it was 
suggested letters be sent to those individuals who lost a loved one this 
past year, that slides be placed on the electronic message board, and 
that it be mentioned in weekly announcements.  
 
Rev. Adamcik reported he completed an online continuing 
education course concerning connectional ministries. He will be 
doing another online program about preaching. This will meet on 
Thursday evenings in February. He is also planning to attend an 
Emerging Leaders Cohort that will gather March 22-25, 2026 in 
Lake Tahoe. This is presented by Auburn Union Seminary. 
 
He attended a meeting of the Synod of the Northeast  in 
Amsterdam, New York, on November 15. He served as 
commissioner. Issues addressed included the budget and selection 
of a permanent Synod leader. He also attended, via Zoom, a 
Presbytery meeting on November 19. 
 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS: Elder Gill Laroche reported he adjusted 
the clocks and outdoor lights. He purchased ice melt and various 
items to help with snow removal. Shovels and ice melt were put 
out near each entry door. He also purchased and installed rugs for 
the rear entrance, upstairs landing, and foyer. 
 

  -Board Minutes Continued - 
  
Ginnie Busco is continuing to do weekly cleaning. Dave 
Vollmer has plowed the parking lot. 
 
Dave Vollmer and his employee, Shawn, put up the 
Christmas tree in the Sanctuary on November 25. The 
Sanctuary and tree were decorated by Karen and Wayne 
Brignall, Janet Vollmer, Marie Czajak, and Judy McCallops 
on November 28. Judi Parker and Ginnie Busco put out 
the Nativity in the Sanctuary on November 29. Gill 
Laroche located the little Missions tree which is to be 
placed in the Narthex. 
 
Efforts to discuss with Gerharz Equipment concerning 
possible replacement of the stove are continuing. We 
received a quote and there are questions. Discussion took 
place concerning equipment needs for our dinners. 
 
Gill Laroche installed new legs on the children’s table in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 
A new water meter will be installed on December 6. 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: The first session of the Advent 
Bible study took place at First United on Sunday, 
November 30. We are using the devotional “The 
Uncluttered Heart: Making Room for God during Advent 
and Christmas.” We will alternate between churches for 
the three remaining sessions. 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND EVANGELISM: Elder Emeline McShane 
reported that cards/calls/visits are continuing. We are now 
placing cards on the podium in the Narthex each Sunday to be 
signed by the congregation and sent to various individuals. 
The Membership & Evangelism Annual Report has been 
submitted. It was noted that the membership directory 
continues to be a work in progress. 
 
MISSIONS: Elder Merle Oswald reported concerning the 
following mission projects: 
 

St. Matthews Food Pantry - For November, we 
collected 70 boxes of stuffing mix for St. 
Matthew’s Food Pantry. Due to a food shortage at 
the food pantry, they were delivered by Merle 
Oswald on November 10, 2025, earlier than usual. 
For December, we are collecting canned meat. 
 
Crop Walk - In October, we collected $130 for the 
Crop Walk. 
 
Mercy House – In memory of Valerie Warfield’s 
mother, Jean Warfield, we collected the following 
items for Mercy House: 5 lbs. of ground coffee, 
73 Garbage Bags (33 gallon with ties), 780 count 
plastic forks, knives, and Spoons, 6 large size 
liquid dish soap, and 50 individual snacks. They  



     -Board Minutes Continued – 
 
were delivered to Mercy House by Valerie Warfield, Judi 
Parker, and Leslie DuMond on November 20. 
 
Honoring Veterans - We recognized veterans on Sunday, 
November 9, 2025.  
 
Syracuse Crunch Hockey - We donated 67 stuffed animals 
to the Syracuse Crunch Hockey team for donation to local 
charities supporting the Central New York community. 
Most of them were left over from our rummage sale and 
the rest were donated by members. They were delivered 
by Pat Pease and Merle Oswald on November 19. 
 
Christmas Gifts - We will be collecting gifts for two 
families of children attending the East Syracuse-Minoa 
schools. The lists of gifts are posted on the bulletin board 
in the Narthex. The deadline for collection is December 
14. The gifts should be placed under our Christmas tree in 
the sanctuary. They will be dedicated by Pastor Eric on 
December 14. 
 
Cookies - We will also be preparing and packaging cookies 
for our homebound. December 14, is Mission Sunday. We 
will gather in the fellowship hall after the worship service 
to package the cookies. Refreshments will be provided. 
 
Hat & Mitten Tree - The hat and mitten tree has been set 
up in the Narthex. We will be collecting hats, gloves, 
mittens, and scarves to be provided to the Rescue Mission.  
 

PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS: Elder Edward Busco reported a 
meeting took place on Monday, November 3. Presbytery 
representative Rev. Kenneth Wonderland attended. Terms of call 
were discussed. The committee is working on employee 
evaluations. 
 
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE: Elder Leslie DuMond reported the 
Stewardship Committee will be meeting within the next couple 
weeks to prepare the proposed budget for 2026. 
 
TECHNOLOGY:  Elder Judith Parker reported we received a letter 
from WIX, our website provider, concerning a cost increase. She 
contacted the company and negotiated a price lower than  
what we are currently paying. The Facebook page and website 
continue to be updated on a regular basis. We have been busy 
promoting our craft sale and dinner event with local area social 
media outlets. 
 
WORSHIP: Elder Connie Oliver reported as follows: 
 

 November 2: 
o Communion - 31 were served communion by 

intinction, including one in the pews; Connie 
Oliver and Marie Czajak were communion 
stewards.  

     -Board Minutes Continued - 
 

o We had an All-Saints remembrance. 
o Andrea Scerbo filled in for Christy 

Knowlton. 
 Veterans were honored during the November 9 

service. 
 November 23 was Christ the King Sunday; Andrea 

Scerbo filled in again. 
 November 30 was the first Sunday of Advent. 
 She is working on lining up the final litany 

readers/candle lighters for the Advent wreath. 
 She is looking into the possibility of a violinist 

joining us for Christmas Eve. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Arise-Exceptional Family Resources had its 
final Funtastic Friday’s program in our Fellowship Hall on 
November 21. They also had a Friendsgiving on November 
13. We hope they will keep us in mind for future events. 
The key has been returned. 
 
Our first Holiday Craft Sale and Baked Ziti Lunch/Dinner will 
take place this Saturday, December 6, in the Fellowship Hall. 
We have been busy preparing for this exciting event. We 
hope to see everyone there! 
 
NEW BUSINESS: The Annual Congregational meeting will 
be held on Sunday, January 25, 2026. This will need to be 
announced from the pulpit starting on January 4. 
Committee reports are due no later than January 11. The 
Nominating Committee has completed its work and 
submitted a report. 
 
Elder Connie Oliver reported the electronic message board 
has a panel that is not lighting. She is attempting to reach the 
company to address this.  
 
Elder Pamela Laroche reported the Quicken subscription price 
has increased. 
 
Elder Merle Oswald inquired concerning possibly replacing 
the sign placed many years ago across from the Route 481 
exit ramp on Route 298. The matter was tabled. 
  
Due to the holiday schedule, the next meeting will take 
place on Wednesday, January 7, 2026. The opening prayer 
will be given by Elder Emeline McShane. A special meeting 
to address the annual report will take place on 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026. 
 

 



PLANET AID DONATION BOX 

 
 

Reminder: 
CUC benefits from donations placed in the Planet Aid 

box located at Vollmer Farms. Please drop off your 
donations to benefit our church! 

 

Fellowship Hall Rental 

 
Our church fellowship hall is available for rent for 

special occasions and meetings. Maximum capacity is 
140, with seating for 110. The kitchen is also available 

for rent. Please contact the church office for 
information. 

 

 
 

Reminder: 
First United Church of East Syracuse hosts a blood drive the 

first Tuesday of every month, from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

Bottles & Cans 

 
We have an arrangement with ESM Bottle Return. They 
have recently moved to Arterial Road in Lyncourt. They 
will provide our Church the redemption money from 

the returns. You may also put your bottles and cans in 
the container in the lower entrance of the church.   

 
The deadline for any items for the upcoming 
Circuit Rider is January 27, 2026. Thank you for 
your cooperation in meeting this deadline. We 
are accepting donations for postage for the 
monthly newsletter. Any donations will be 
appreciated.   
 

 
The following is Pastor Eric’s schedule for office 
hours: Monday @ Collamer, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Tuesday @ First United, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Wednesday @ First United, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Thursday @ Collamer, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 
Of course, this schedule is subject to change. If 
you would like to schedule a meeting with him, 
please contact the church office. 

 
Church Secretary/Notary Services 

 
Reminder 

I am generally in the Church Office Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Other 
times vary. When I am not in the office, I 
monitor the Church e-mail regularly. I am also 
available to provide notary services. 
 

Leslie DuMond 
CollamerUnitedChurch@verizon.net    

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Congregational Meeting of the Collamer United Church will 
be held on Sunday, January 25, 2026, immediately following the worship 
service. Rev. Eric Adamcik will moderate the meeting. The deadline for 

submission of reports for the meeting is January 11, 2026. 


