Collamer United Church Circuit Rider
May 2022

Sun.

01 Morning Worship – Rev. Betty Morey
- Communion – Mr. Rogers’ Day

Highway Clean-Up
Mon. 02 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m.
Thurs. 05 Cinco de Mayo
Fri.
06 Chicken & Biscuit Dinner Work Day
Sat. 07 Chicken & Biscuit Dinner 4:30 p.m.
Sun. 08 Morning Worship
Mother’s Day
Mon. 09 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m.
Sun. 15 Morning Worship – Rev. Betty Morey
50-Year Member Recognition
Mon. 16 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m.
Sun. 22 Morning Worship – Elder Bill Porter
Mon. 23 Al-Anon 7:30 p.m.
Sun. 29 Morning Worship – Rev. Lauren Swanson
Mon. 30 Memorial Day

03 – Judy Schuyler
04 – Judy McCallops
09 – Merle Oswald
25- Judy & Jim Schuyler (A)
29 – Grace Brignall

John Oswald (and Merle too) – recuperating at
home, 7832
Bull St., Bridgeport, NY 13030
Linda Oswald – at home, 5501 Legionaire Dr. Apt
206, Cicero, NY 13039 – SPECIAL PRAYERS PLEASE!
Shirley Soergel - The Oaks at Menorah Park, Apt.
135, 18 Arbor Lane, Syracuse, NY 13214. SPECIAL
PRAYERS PLEASE.
Joan Vosbury - at home
Muriel Spier - at Bishop Rehabilitation, 918 James
St., Rm. 256D, Syracuse, NY 13203
Helen Fisher - at home, 139 Dormar Drive, North
Syracuse, NY 13212
Louanne Smith Rudnick – Recovering from surgery,
7888 Myers Road, Kirkville, NY 13082
Jim Reese (and Carol too) – at home
4809 Flower Lane, Alexandria, VA 22310
Keith Brignall (and Grace too) – at home 5514 N. Manlius Street, Fayetteville, NY 13066
Gill Laroche (and Pam too) – at home 6660 Collamer Road, E. Syracuse, NY 13057
Carol Burleigh – at home - 102 Watertree Drive,
East Syracuse, NY 13057
Andy and Annie Agrasto - Andy is at Roswell Park
Cancer Center in Buffalo. SPECIAL PRAYERS PLEASE!
Savanna Colabufo and Courtney Clark – at home 4296 Seeber Road, Canastota, NY 13032
Maryjane and Joe Molina - 502 Oot Lane, Apt. 2
Kirkville, NY 13082
Ryan Hill – 19-year-old son of Dennis and Nicole Hill
and grandson of Rev. Steve and Pam Deckard.
Diagnosed with Ewing Sarcoma. At home – 7060
Cattleman’s Crossing Road, Cicero NY 13039
Wayne Fellows – (Carol Warner’s husband) – 102
Seitz Drive, Camillus, NY 13031
Please reach out by card, phone, or email to our
friends on the Prayer List.
You may notice a few people are missing from this
list. This is due to your prayers and God’s healing!
Great news!

Welcome Back
Rev. Betty Morey

- A Message from Rev. Morey Continued –

I look forward to being with you for two
Sundays in May and the first Sunday in June as
you anticipate the joy of receiving your new
pastor.
Grace, peace and Easter blessings to you,
Rev. Betty Morey

Today is April 18, the day after Easter Sunday. Many
signs of our Easter celebrations are still with us: Lilies
and flowers that graced the altars of our churches now
are on display in our homes. Easter baskets brimming
with chocolate bunnies, jelly bean, Peeps, and eggs of
all kinds now contain only the remnants of their former
beauty. Today, Easter, with all its beauty and promise
of new life and resurrection, is still very much with us!
But by the time you read this message, many of the
symbols of our Easter Sunday celebration will have
faded; so, I hope you will remember that:
It’s Still Easter!
Contrary to what the world will try to tell us –
And in spite of all the bad news we hear:
It’s still Easter!
The candy and decorations are now history –
And after the last petals have fallen from the lilies,
It’s still Easter!
Easter is more than one Sunday morning –
Easter is more than one season of the Christian year –
Easter is a way of living.
“Every morning is Easter morning from now on –
Every day’s resurrection day the past is over and gone!”
(Avery and Marsh)

Easter’s promise is that of new life every day –
New possibilities to serve as Christ’s ambassadors –
New opportunities to become the people God intends
us to be –
Always the promise of forgiveness when we miss the
mark –
Which offers us new opportunities for little
resurrections
And the grace to begin again.
It’s still Easter – and always will be!

CONGRATULATIONS
50 - YEAR
MEMBERS

It’s that time of year again! The time when we
honor our longest serving “active” members.
Please join us in congratulating the following 17
members:
Lois Hale Klein
Karen Brizee Brignall
John Oswald
Patricia Wright Pease
Elaine Maxwell Keyes
Janet Galster Krak
Gloria Rushey Kyser
Richard Gilkey
Donna Hill Stanley
Virginia Hopkins
Marie Freebern Czajak
Jean Oswald Lorber
Judith Warner Schuyler
Carol Temple Turnbull
Wayne Brignall
Judy Fitzgerald Beeman McCallops
David Vollmer

72 years
69 years
68 years
67 years
65 years
64 years
63 years
62 years
62 years
62 years
62 years
60 years
60 years
60 years
59 years
58 years
57 years

Please come to Church on Sunday, May 15,
2022, to help us honor these dedicated
members.

April 2022 Worship Report

Our Lenten season continued on into April with meaningful
Sunday services, including a Singing Communion during the
April 3 service, waving our palms April 10, the opportunity
to worship Maundy Thursday at First United of East
Syracuse, to walk ‘The Stations of the Cross’ in our narthex
& sanctuary on Good Friday, and experience a Tenebrae
service that evening. For those able to attend, those
services and times were powerful. Easter was joyful as
always, after the gravity and somber tones of the preceding
three days. Jesus is risen indeed! Rev. Swanson continued
to share thought provoking messages throughout this
special season and it was wonderful to see some people
join us after a time away. Parishioners were actively
included with another of the weekly themes, placing river
stones at the foot of the rugged cross, coinciding with the
message to ‘Listen to the Stones’ given on Palm Sunday.
Pastor Ed Veaudry returned to the pulpit on April 24 and his
wife Jeri joined the church during the service.

Easter Sunday

Thank you, Marie Czajak for providing these
pictures of our beautifully decorated
Sanctuary.

Welcome Jeri Veaudry

We look forward to some favorites returning to the pulpit as
we move through the months of May and June. Rev. Betty
Morey will be with us May 1st and 15th. Elder Bill Porter on
May 22nd, and Rev. Lauren Swanson will be with us Memorial
Day Weekend, May 29th. We will honor Mothers on May 8th,
and 50+ year members on May 15th. We have much to be
grateful for!
Please continue to pray for Rev. Abid and his family in their
transition, for adequate housing, and that we will do all we
can to advance God’s work through this new opportunity.
We Christians are Easter people and as such, walk in the
sure and certain hope that Jesus rose from the dead to sit at
his Father's right hand, and we have Jesus' promise that all
who believe in him will have everlasting life.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Oliver

We are pleased to welcome Jeri
Veaudry as a new member of Collamer
United Church. The ceremony was presided
over by her husband and guest
minister, Rev. Ed Veaudry, during our
church service on Sunday April 24th. We
celebrated with a reception after church in
the Narthex. We are so happy to have Jeri
join our church family.

Mr. Rogers’ Day – May 1, 2022

As you may be aware, Fred Rogers was an
ordained minister of word and sacrament for the
PC(USA) and is a notable public figure whose
work around peace and reconciliation are worth
remembering. Rogers was also a pioneer in the
world of Christian education and formation of
young children. March 20 was his birthday and
the day that the PC(USA) chose to highlight all
we can learn from his work.
While a little late, we will celebrate Mr. Rogers
Day on Sunday, May 1. Please wear a cardigan
sweater in his honor!
I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like
you
I’ve always wanted to live in a neighborhood with
you
So let’s make the most of this beautiful day
Since we’re together, we might as well say
Would you be mine?
Could you be mine?
Won’t you be my neighbor? — “Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood” theme song

Thank God for Mother's
Love
~Anon
There is no love, like a mother's love,
no stronger bond on earth...
like the precious bond that comes from
God,
to a mother, when she gives birth.
A mother's love is forever strong,
never changing for all time...
and when her children need her most,
a mother's love will shine.
God bless these special mothers,
God bless them every one...
for all the tears and heartache,
and for the special work they've done.
When her days on earth are over,
a mother's love lives on...
through many generations,
with God's blessings on each one.
Be thankful for our mothers,
for they love with a higher love...
from the power God has given,
and the strength from up above.

- Mom-Isms Continued –

Get up now, get up now, get up out of bed
Wash your face, brush your teeth, comb your sleepy head
Here’s your clothes and your shoes, hear the words I said?
Get up now, get up and make your bed.
Are you hot? Are you cold? Are you wearing that?
Where’s your books and your lunch and your homework
at?
Grab a coat and your gloves, grab your scarf and hat.
Don’t forget you gotta feed the cat.
Eat your breakfast, experts tell it’s the most important meal
of all.
Take your vitamin so you will grow up someday to be big
and tall.
Please remember your orthodontist will be seeing you at
three today.
Don’t forget your piano lesson is this afternoon so you must
play.
Don’t shovel, chew slowly, but hurry, the bus is here.
Be careful, come back here. Did you wash behind your
ears?
Play outside, don’t play rough, will you just play fair?
Be polite, make a friend, don’t forget to share.
Get along, wait your turn, never take a dare.
Work it out, don’t make me come down there!
Clean your room, hang your clothes, put your stuff away.
Make your bed, do it now, we don’t have all day.
Were you born in a barn? Would you like some hay?
Can you hear even a word I say?
Answer the phone, get off the phone.
Don’t sit so close, turn it down, no texting at the table.
No more computer time tonight,
your I-pod’s my I-pod if you don’t listen up.
Where ya going and with whom and what time do you think
you’re coming home?
Saying “thank you, please excuse me”, makes you welcome
anywhere you roam.
You’ll appreciate my wisdom when you’re older, someday
when you’re grown.

Can’t wait til you have a couple little children all your
own.
You’ll thank me for the counsel I gave you so
willingly,
But right now I’d thank you not to roll your eyes at
me.
Close your mouth when you chew, we’d appreciate.
Try a bite, maybe two of the stuff you hate.
Use your fork, do not burp or I’ll set you straight.
Eat the food I put upon your plate.
Get an A, get the door, don’t start with me.
Get a grip, get in here or I’ll count to three.
Get a job, get a life, get a P.h.D.
Get a dose . . .
I don’t care who started it,
You’re grounded until you’re thirty-six.
Get your story straight and tell the truth for once for
heaven’s sake.
And if all your friends jumped off a cliff, would you
jump too?
If I’ve said it once, I’ve said at least a thousand times
before that you’re too old to act this way, it must be
your father’s DNA!
Look at me when I am talking,
Stand up straighter when you walk.
A place for everything and everything must be in
place.
Stop crying or I’ll give you something real to cry
about.
Brush your teeth, wash your face, get your PJ’s on.
Get in bed, get a hug, say a prayer with Mom. Don’t
forget I love you.
And tomorrow we will do this all again, because a
Mom’s work never ends.
You don’t need a reason why.
Because, because, because, because I said so. I said
so. I said so.
I’m the Mom, the Mom, the Mom, the Mom. THE
MOM! Ta da!

~ Choir Anthem for Sunday,
May 8, Mother’s Day ~

April 2022 Missions

by Merle Oswald

May Mission

During April, we collected $293.40 through our
One Great Hour of Sharing campaign. These
donations will help Presbyterians come
together to work for a better world by
advancing the causes of justice, resilience, and
sustainability. Thank you all for your generous
donations!

In May, we will be collecting items and monetary
donations for Blue Star Mothers of America Inc.
Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. (BSMA), is a
private nonprofit organization in the United States that
provides support for mothers who have sons or daughters
in active service in the U.S. Armed Forces. It was originally
formed during World War II. The name came from the
custom of families of servicemen hanging a banner called
a Service Flag in a window of their homes. The Service Flag
had a star for each family member in the military. Living
servicemen were represented by a Blue Star and those who
had lost their lives were represented by a Gold Star. Until
2011, membership in the Blue Star Mothers was open to
any woman living in America who has a son or daughter
(and in some, but not all cases, step children) in the United
States Armed Forces, or who has had a son or daughter in
the U.S. Armed Forces who has been honorably discharged.

Also in April, our Mission Fund donated $50 to
St. Matthew’s Food Pantry to help defray their
costs of purchasing eggs for families in need. We
also received an anonymous donation of $100.
The money was used by St. Matthews Food
Pantry to purchase eggs and Peeps to be
provided to families for Easter. We also collected
and delivered 39 egg cartons for use in
distributing eggs to the families.

St. Matthews Food Pantry

The following is a list of items we will collect:
Personal Care Items
Cards/letters
Baby wipes
Lip balm/chapstick
Gum/breath mints
Power bars

Snacks/Treats
Beef Jerky – Slim Jims
Powdered drink mix
(Crystal Light, Gatorade)
Granola bars/cereal bars/

Checks for monetary donations should be made payable to
Collamer United Church. We will then send one check to
BSMA. The deadline for collecting items and money is May
29.

We are continuing to collect donations of
nonperishable food items to be delivered to St.
Matthews Food Pantry. In April, we collected 5
boxes of food. They were delivered to St. Matthews
by Wayne Brignall. The Food Pantry is still in need of
empty cardboard (not Styrofoam) egg cartons.

A Prayer for Memorial Day
Dear God, We thank you for the freedom you
have given to us, and for the price that was
paid by Christ so that we could live free. We
remember today. The cost of it all. The great
sacrifice for freedom.
We thank you for the brave men and women
who have fought, and continue to fight, so
courageously for our nation. We ask for your
covering and blessing over them and their
families. We pray that you would be gracious
and encircle them with your peace. We pray for
your great favor and goodness to be evident in
their lives.
Please be with all those who wear the uniform,
who serve our communities and nation every
single day. We ask that you provide your
protection, that you would be their guiding
force who leads the way, and their rear guard
who keeps them safe from behind. We ask that
you would draw them to yourself amidst the
dangers they face in a dark world, for you are
the Truth, you are the Way, you are the
Light. (by Debbie McDaniel)

Another Chicken & Biscuit dinner is in the
books. We had a somewhat smaller turnout on
April 9th, but served 159 customers. We cleared
$2,153.90. This was only made possible by our
generous donors. John and Merle Oswald
covered the majority of our expenses and the
trash service. Dave Vollmer covered the
vegetables; Jeannine Hudgins provided the
workday lunch with dessert provided by
Lorraine Vollmer and Emeline McShane. The
four Brignalls also donated groceries. Our
friend Fritz once again gave us a generous
check. Thanks to all of the above as well as the
hard-working bakers and staff!
Thank you to all who came to pick up dinners.
This was the first time we used containers
other than the now banned Styrofoam. We
apologize for our poor choice that may have
resulted in sogginess. We have found a better
option and they will be in use for our May 7 th
dinner. Hope to see you there!
Karen Brignall

Not only did we make a good profit from our
recent Chicken & Biscuit dinner, we were able to
help others. Leslie DuMond and Connie Oliver
delivered to Sarah’s Guest House large pans of
left-over chicken, mashed potatoes, biscuits,
gravy and vegetables. They also had a tour of
the lovely facility.

- Board Meeting Minutes Continued Easter Eggs for St. Matthews Food Pantry. In April,
our Mission Fund will donate money to St.
Matthew’s Food Pantry to help defray their costs
($1.32 per dozen) of purchasing eggs for families in
need. We will also supply egg coloring kits.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CUC BOARD MEETING
March 23, 2022
This regular meeting of the Board of the Collamer United Church
was called to order on March 23, 2022, at 6:02 p.m. in the lounge.
Elder Jerome O’Neill opened the meeting with prayer and Elder
Leslie DuMond served as Moderator.
A motion was properly made by Elder Jerome O’Neill and
seconded by Elder Michael Breclaw to approve the regular
Session minutes of February 23, 2022, as amended.
Elder Pamela Laroche reviewed the financial reports of the
church. A motion was made by Elder Leslie DuMond and
seconded by Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver to accept the Treasurer’s
Report for February 2022.
VITAL STATISTICS: Michael Breclaw was ordained as an elder on
February 20, 2022.

Adopt-A-Highway. The highway clean-up may take
place on April 24.
PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS: Elder Michael Breclaw
reported he is seeking two new committee members.
Discussion took place regarding having a picnic to
welcome the new minister. It was suggested that the
picnic be held jointly with First United Church of East
Syracuse at Maxwell Park with a possible date of
Saturday, July 9, 2022. Elder Michael Breclaw will look
into rental of the park. The new minister is scheduled to
start on July 3, 2022. A welcome basket will be provided.
It was determined to invite the new minister to the May
7, 2022 Chicken and Biscuit dinner and pay for his family’s
meal.
STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE: Elder Leslie DuMond reported
the apportionment letter was sent out on March 17,
2022. Approximately $600 has been collected to date.

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE: Elder Jerome O’Neill reported the
fire suppression inspection was completed on March 17, 2022.
The clocks were changed to reflect daylight-savings time.

WORSHIP: Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver reported as follows:
April pulpit supply: Rev. Lauren Swanson through Easter
Sunday, April 17. Rev. Ed Veaudry, April 24. Communion
was served by intinction on March 6 - 21 were served.

MEMBERSHIP AND EVANGELISM: Elder Susan O’Neill reported we
have received the letters of transfer of membership for Jeri
Veaudry and Richard Way from both of their churches. Elder
Judith Parker and Connie Heidt-Oliver sent Lent prayer cards to
shut-ins and those who haven’t been to church in a while.

OLD BUSINESS: Elder Jerome O’Neill reported that
preparation for the installation of the monitor in the back
of the sanctuary will be done as time allows.

MISSIONS: Elder Merle Oswald reported concerning the following
mission projects:
Emergency Response to Ukraine. We collected $600 to be
sent to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program to be
used to help the people of Ukraine.
Baby Pajamas for Ronald McDonald House. We collected 23
sets of pajamas for premature to one-year old babies. They
will be blessed by Rev. Swanson on March 27, 2022 and
delivered to Ronald McDonald House by Pat Pease and Merle
Oswald. We also collected $61.96 in spare change for them.
One Great Hour of Sharing. During April, we will be collecting
donations for One Great Hour of Sharing. One Great Hour of
Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come
together to work for a better world by advancing the causes
of justice, resilience, and sustainability. The deadline is Easter
Sunday, April 17.

NEW BUSINESS: Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver reported that
Christy Knowlton is requesting a weekly salary for playing
the organ. After discussion, it was determined that certain
clarifications were needed. Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver will
discuss further with Christy Knowlton and the matter will
be addressed between meetings.
The next meeting of the CUC Board will be April 27, 2022
at 6:00 p.m.

In June, we would like to recognize any high school or
college graduates who are members or friends of the
Collamer United Church. If you know of any young (or
old) people that will be graduating in the Class of 2022
in May or June, please contact the Church office to let
us know.

The deadline for any items for the upcoming Circuit Rider
is May 24, 2022. Thank you for your cooperation in
meeting this deadline. We are still transitioning our Circuit
Rider to e-mail distribution. If you have not already done
so, please provide your e-mail address to:
CollamerUnitedChurch@verizon.net. Of course, we are
happy to continue to mail it if you prefer.

Reminder
I am generally in the Church Office Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Other times vary.
When I am not in the office, I monitor the Church e-mail
regularly.

If you have an extra computer or monitor that you would
like to donate to the church office, we would greatly
appreciate receiving it! We are in need of a monitor with
a camera for use during virtual meetings.
Leslie DuMond
CollamerUnitedChurch@verizon.net.

Fellowship Hall Rental
We continue to be in need of liturgists, ushers,
and people to do general cleaning at the
church. Please sign up on the sheets posted on
the bulletin board in the Narthex or contact
the church office to volunteer.

Our church fellowship hall is available for rent for special
occasions and meetings. Maximum capacity is 140. Please
contact the church office for information.

Collamer United Church
6865 Fly Road
East Syracuse, NY 13057
(315) 463-4939
collamerunitedchurch.org

Chicken & Biscuit Drive Thru

Saturday, May 7, 2022
@ COLLAMER UNITED CHURCH
6865 FLY ROAD IN COLLAMER (315-463-4939)

Serving will start at 4:30 P.M.

(Collamer Church is known for its great cooks!)

This delightful, home style chicken and biscuit dinner will include
mashed potatoes, gravy, freshly cooked vegetables and delicious desserts.
Tickets may be purchased upon arrival:
$12.00 for ALL Adults; $6.00 for Children 10 and under.
Sorry – we cannot accept credit cards.

